[Dermatitis in cats and humans caused by Cheyletiella mites reported in Iceland.].
Cheyletiella mites (Acarina) are ectoparasites that infest cats, dogs and rabbits in many countries of the world. Upon contact with infested animals the mites may temporarily produce grouped, erythematous macules on the skin of humans which rapidly develop a central, vesicular papule. These signs are most often found on the arms and the trunk. Recently these typical signs were observed on the skin of the members of two different Icelandic families which both kept a Persian cat. An examination for ectoparasites on the cats revealed that both were infested by Cheyletiellaparasitovorax. It is unknown how and when the parasite was transmitted to Iceland.